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If at first you don't succeed,




try doing it the way your mother

told you to do it from the start...


 

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY!


Sunday May 11, 2025
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IMPORTANT 'SAVE THE DATES'
 

MAY 2025

LWVAL VOTER SERVICES SKILLS TRAINING


2 PM CT, MONDAY, MAY 19, 2025


Disability Voting Rights - Federal Protections

Nicole Watkins - Alabama Disability Advocacy Program


Introduction to Running for Office

Melissa Jackowski - Vote Run Lead Action


Click Below to Register

Medicaid Vigil


May 7, 12 PM CST – May 8, 12 PM CSTET

ASL and CART Available

AAPD and partners are hosting a 24 hour vigil on the National

Mall for Medicaid. The vigil will have two rallies, one at the

beginning around 1 PM/12 PM CST and another at the

conclusion on the afternoon of the 8th. Throughout the vigil,

people will be reading stories about the impact of Medicaid. 


Click below to join the event livestream on YouTube.

2025 Legislative
Review


12-1 pm, Tuesday May 13

LWVAL President Kathy Jones will be among the speakers for HIVE

Alabama's 2025 Legislative Review event.  In addition to the League

of Women Voters, other advocacy groups represented include:

Action Coalition for Transit in Alabama


Alabama Appleseed


Alabama Arise


Alabama Rivers Alliance


Moms Demand Action


Read Freely Alabama

Immigrant Justice Events Scheduled


Sponsored by LWVAL and Local Leagues

Within the past two weeks, the the League of Women Voters of
East Alabama and Greater Birmingham have hosted
“Immigrant Justice Meet-Up and Info Session" events.  The
East Alabama event was held Tuesday, April 22  in Auburn. 
The Greater Birmingham event was held Thursday, May 1 in
Birmingham.

 

These meetings provided interested citizens and ally
organizations with information on:

the current state of affairs in the migrant community
who the immigrant support organizations are and what
they do
how we can support and protect our immigrant community
(including foreign students) who are being targeted by ICE
and Homeland Security and denied their constitutionally
guaranteed right of due process.

A secondary purpose of the meetings are to plant seeds for
local and statewide networks made up of concerned citizens
and organizations who are ready to get involved in this
important issue.

 

Representatives from the Alabama Coalition for Immigrant
Justice (ACIJ), the Alabama Interfaith Refugee Partnership
(ALIRP), the American Civil Liberties Union - Alabama (ACLU-
Alabama) and the Interfaith Alliance of Central Alabama joined
the League at the event. 

 

Both meetings presented an excellent opportunity, for those
interested in migrant justice and immigrant issues, to learn how
to plug into the work.  


Additional events are being planned by the Greater Tuscaloosa
and Tennessee Valley Leagues. Representatives from the
Alabama Poor Peoples Campaign and the HICA  will join the
discussions in Huntsville and Tuscaloosa.


Submitted by Jamie Durham, LWVGB


Read the related 'Birmingham Watch' article about Greater
Birmingham's event:  "Meeting Airs Fears About Injustice to
Immigrants" by Solomon Crenshaw, Jr. 

National Voting Rights Day Webinar


Data Driven Democracy


Reaching Voters with Digitial Tools


12 noon CST, May 14, 2025

From the Good Folks at the National Voters Registration
Day (NVRD):


Reaching folks forgotten by the traditional political process calls
for serious technical know-how on the part of your voter drive.


Join "Data-Driven Democracy" on 5/14 to elevate your digital
chops & more effectively connect with your chosen audience of
soon-to-be voters.


In an era where understanding data is key to effectively
reaching and engaging with potential voters, effective analysis
and practical application is essential to any good voter
registration plan. But where to start? At "Data-Driven
Democracy", we'll teach you how to harness digital tools to both
maximize your ability to target your audience and craft hyper-
targeted and culturally competent messaging that resonates
deeply with specific communities. Whether you're looking to
refine your messaging or make your outreach efforts more
impactful, this webinar will provide actionable strategies to help
you connect meaningfully with your chosen audience.


Webinar Speakers: -Facilitator: Chyann Sapp (Campaign
Director - National Voter Registration Day) -Guest Speaker:
Grant Wiles (Vice President of Data, Research, and Polling
- NextGen America)


RSVP to ensure you receive the webinar recording and slides
automatically. This webinar will have Closed Captioning
provided by Zoom. If you need other accommodations to
access the webinar, please email
info@nationalvoterregistrationday.org.

Don't Forget!

 

 

DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY MAY 7

The enforcement deadline for the REAL ID (STAR-ID in Alabama)

was extended by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security

enforcement to May 7, 2025, in response to COVID-19.


However, STAR IDs will STILL be available for issuance after May

7, 2025, at an ALEA Examining Office.


 

Effective Wednesday, May 7, 2025, every air traveler, age 18 and

over, will need a REAL ID compliant license/ID (STAR ID) or another

form of identification for domestic air travel.


Visit TSA’s website for a full list of acceptable identification for

domestic air travel.

STAR IDs are issued originally to qualified individuals only at Alabama

Law Enforcement Agency Driver License exam offices. County

operated license offices will continue to

provide renewals/duplicates for license, ID cards, and STAR ID.

After Wednesday, May 7, individuals who do not

have an unexpired U.S. passport will need an Alabama STAR ID to

board commercial aircraft for domestic flights or to enter certain

regulated federal facilities.

Environmental Advocacy Program in Huntsville


Plug in!

Climate Advocate Workshop in Huntsville


12-3:30 pm CDT, Saturday May 10

Hosted by the

Huntsville Chapter of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby


 
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library

915 Monroe St SW Huntsville, AL 35801 

What the Citizen Climate Lobby does:

Start productive conversations about climate impacts in our

community

Build support for action with community leaders

Meet with our members of Congress to advocate for effective

solutions

In this Climate Advocate Workshop, attendees will:

Learn about the Citizens' Climate Lobby and their approach to

advocacy

Meet with other concerned neighbors and friends

Hear how to join in and find your role within the local chapter in

Huntsville

About Citizens’ Climate Lobby

The CCL Huntsville group is a local chapter of Citizens' Climate Lobby

(CCL), a volunteer-driven grassroots climate organization with more

than 200,000 climate advocates across the United States. CCL

volunteers work locally to educate and build support for climate action,

and with their members of Congress to get meaningful climate

solutions passed. CCL’s work is nonpartisan, bringing people from

across the political spectrum together to work towards solutions.

LWVAL NEWS and EVENTS
 

League of Women Voters of Alabama


Convention 2025


Public Education Panel 


Saturday, May 31, 2025

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm


Harris Center

425 Perry St, Auburn AL 36830

Panel Discussion 
Moderator Kim Bailey and panelists:

Dianna Wynn, President, League of Women Voters of the

United States

Tyra Robinson, Founder, Good People Vote

Muaath Al-Khattab, Community Organizer for the

Montgomery Hub of Faith In Action Alabama 

Dr Mark Wilson, Director of the Caroline Marshall

Draughon Center for the Arts and Humanities, Auburn

University

LOCAL LEAGUE NUGGETS

 

The League of Women Voters of the Tennessee Valley toured
the Food Bank of North Alabama on April 25, 2025.


The League is deeply concerned by the actions of the
Executive Branch to zero out approved funds and cancel
contracts that would pay farmers to provide food and  other
funding to feed hungry children and seniors.  These actions are
having a devastating impact on nonprofit foodbanks across
Alabama.  The LWV Tennessee Valley voted at their recent
membership meeting to sponsor a community fundraiser to
support the North Alabama Foodbank.

Congratulations Anna Singer, from the LWV Greater
Tuscaloosa for being a Life Member of the League of Women
Voters!

League of Women Voters Mobile at the Clara Lee Bodie
neighborhood extravanza!

LWV Baldwin County providing voting information to students at
the Baldwin Connect College and Career Expo in Robertsdale
on March 11.

The League of Women Greater Birmingham hosted an
“Immigrant Justice Meet-Up and Info Session" event Thursday,
May 1 at Rojo on Highland in Birmingham.  

MAY DATES OF NOTE

 
May - Jewish American Heritage Month


May 5 - Cinco de Mayo


May 5 - International Day of the Midwife


May 11 - Mother's Day


May 15. 1972 - George Wallace shot while campaigning for
president in Laurel MD


May 17 - Armed Forces Day


May 20, 1932 - Amelia Earhart became first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic


May 26 - Memorial Day

The Equal Justice Initiative daily calendar for the month of May

May Birthdays of Note


Mary G Harris Jones (a.k.a Mother Jones)  May 1, 1837

Golda Meir    May 3, 1898

Nellie Bly   May 5, 1864


Salvador Dali   May 11, 1904

Lorraine Hansberry   May 19, 1930


Cher   May 20, 1946

Sally Ride   May 26, 1951


Lillie Mae Carroll Jackson    May 25, 1889

(Editor's Suggestion - Consider learning something new about
these individuals on their birthdates - especially if you don't
recognize their name)

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT


(YOU CAN STILL WATCH IT!)
 

Voter Services Education Series - April 2025
 

TOPICS


Introduction to Alabama's Voting Laws & the Alabama
Administrative Code - What You Need to Know


Candidate Forums 101


Municipal Election Information by County 

The League is laser focused on municipal elections that are
happening in August all across Alabama. Voter turnout in
Alabama is dismal, there's no other way to say it. In the recent
special election for State Senate District 5, only 360 people voted
out of 101,000+ registered voters. That was a voter turnout rate of
.035% not even a half of one percent. Improving turnout and civic
engagement is a key priority for the League this year and this
starts in our local communities. 

A National Constitution Center Town Hall


The Future of Birthright Citizenship:

A Constitutional Debate


Presented April 24, 2025

President Donald Trump’s executive order seeking to end birthright
citizenship has reignited debates over the 14th Amendment and the
meaning of citizenship in America. Legal experts Gabriel Chin of the
University of California, Davis School of Law; Amanda Frost of the
University of Virginia School of Law; Kurt Lash of the University of
Richmond School of Law; and Ilan Wurman of the University of
Minnesota Law School analyze the legal challenges surrounding
birthright citizenship, explore the constitutional and historical
arguments on all sides of this debate, and discuss its broader
implications for immigration. Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of the
National Constitution Center, moderates.

The VOTER LAGNIAPPE

 

The National Constitution Center TOWN HALLS

(Offered Online)

May 12; 11 am - 4:15 pm - Constitutional Meaning in the
Shadow of the Articles of the Confederation


May 15; 6:30 - 7:30 pm -  Democracy in France and America
with Justice Stephen Breyer and Christiane Taubira


May 29; 12-1 pm - Jewish Americans in the Civil War Era


Click below to register or get more information on the
National Constitution Center's Town Halls.

 

Center for American Progress


Online Educational Events

May 8; 1-2 pm CST - Managing the Climate Change-Fueled
Insurance Crisis (featuring keynote remarks by Senator
Sheldon Whitehouse and a panel of experts)


May 12; 11 am - 12 pm CST - The Fiscal Impact of DOGE’s
IRS Layoffs (With former US Treasurery Secretary, Lawrence H
Summers)  


May 13; 9:30 - 10:30 am- State of the LGBTQ+ Community:
New Data and Insights


Click below to register or get more information on the
Center for American Progress' Online Educational Events.

Digital Exhibits


ALABAMA SUFFRAGISTS
Click below to visit this digital exhibit and learn about the 1912
founding of the Alabama Equal Suffrage Association (AESA)


 

Whose Vote Counts, Explained 

Narrated by Leonardo DiCaprio | Netflix

Why is the right to vote in America still a fight? From voter
suppression to disenfranchisement, see the roadblocks that
stop voices from being heard.

"Not Ready to Make Nice" is a song co-written and
performed by American country music trio Dixie Chicks.


It was released on March 20, 2006

Thank you for reading this issue of The Voter.

We welcome your ideas and feedback at TheVoter@LWVAL.org.


Any issues or questions email JJones@LWVAL.org


 

Feel free to forward this email to a friend!

 


AND If you've received this email from a friend and would like to
subscribe to the LWVAL Interest Group, click the link below.


 

Click Below to Subscribe to our YouTube Channel !!

 

Click Below to Donate and Support the League's Work !!
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