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Significant Progress Made on 

LWVAL's CD-02 GOTV Project 

The League's ambitious GOTV project, writing 27,000 postcards to
voters in Alabama’s Congressional District 2, is well underway.

LWV of Greater Birmingham volunteers prepping postcard packages
at HiWire Brewery.  Another 5000 cards ready to go out to postcard
writing volunteers!

The LWVAL's GOTV project for Alabama's 2nd Congressional District

started as a gleam in the eye of LWVAL State Board Treasurer

Stephanie Butler. The CD2 GOTV Project became an opportunity to

partner with fellow nonpartisan organization, the NAACP Alabama. 

The project is ambitious in its conception: design and print 27,000

postcards to be mailed as non-partisan voting reminders to African

American voters in CD2's rural counties; find a source for the 27,000

the addresses; recruit volunteers to write messages and address the

postcards; develop instructions to ensure quality control with respect to

the non-partisan nature of this work; package postcards to be

transported to volunteers around the state (and in some cases, in other

states); and encourage donations to offset mailing and printing

expenses.  


With a campaign kickoff on July 17, John Lewis Commemoration Day,

to date a total of 21,318 postcards have been delivered to volunteers

who will hand write messages and addresses.   This number

completes coverage of eight of the eleven rural counties in CD-02. 

The Center for Common Ground is thrilled to support the League with

this project and delivered the addresses for the campaign.  

Regional project leaders will collect postcards from volunteers the last

week of September.  They will be mailed to voters the first week of

October.  If you have questions concerning postcard deliver, email

sbutler@lvwal.org. 

Sign up to write postcards or
donate to the project:  


LWVAL.org/CD2postcards

In Memoriam

Kathy Byrd receiving a Certificate of Appreciation and announcement of a new
annual award in her honor at the LWVAL Convention in 2023.

 

Kathy Cline Byrd

1947-2024

I joined the League during pandemic time, we weren’t doing a whole
lot of in-person events.  I got involved, in a ‘back office’ kind of way,
became a local officer, became a state officer, I got involved in policy,
communications and technical things.  And along that path, I kept
bumping into the name ‘Kathy Byrd’.  In a LOT of places. 


Then, this past year, the state Nominating Committee needed one
more board appointed member.  I told the President I would do it.  And
guess what.  I, a 70-year old really relatively new League member, got
to serve on this committee with ‘the’ Kathy Byrd.


It was obvious to me, from the ‘get go’, who this person was.  In each
meeting, she spoke with experience about history, best practices,
pitfalls, etc etc etc.  I knew I was in the presence of ‘league history’,
league ‘best’, when she spoke. And I listened.


It wasn’t that she just shared information from a knowing place. It was,
even this year, the spring, her last spring, she was calling people and
recruiting them into leadership.  Kathy Byrd was not a passive
participant in anything she committed to.  I suspect - ever.


So.  From my perspective....   I am so very honored I served on a
committee with Kathy Byrd.  That I got to experience her.  And, I might
point out, this only happened because I got out of my comfort zone
and expressed willingness to be on the ‘Nominating Committee’.


My cautionary remark as a young Leaguer, grab the people who have
been there, who have made a difference, who have been present for
important things.  Know them, experience them.  Soak it up.  Because
we will not have them forever.


Thank you, Kathy Byrd, for your leadership and service through the
years.  Simply stated, this League has your fingerprints all over it.  And
I, as a young Leaguer, know that. 


Holding Kathy's family in the light as they work through this
tremendous loss. 


Judy Jones


Link to Obituary

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/northport-al/kathryn-byrd-11896114

 

Senate Bill 1 (SB1) Update
 

Several League members attended the Wednesday July 31 hearing at
the Hugo Black Federal Courthouse in Birmingham on the state's
motion to dismiss the lawsuit challenging the SB1 laws that
criminalize assisting people with all aspects of applying for an
absentee ballot.


Judge Proctor presided.  The state’s attorney Dwayne LeCour (the
same person who argued unsuccessfully in front of the SCOTUS, and
the Northern District Federal Court 3 judge panel, defending Alabama’s
racist congressional maps) presented the state's motion to dismiss the
SB1 lawsuit.  Three of the attorneys for the Plaintiffs (that includes the
LWVAL, NAACP, GBM, and ADAP) presented their arguments on why
they felt the Complaint shouldn’t be dismissed.


The hearing lasted over 4 hours.  Both sides have submitted their
filings on Friday August 9, per Judge Proctor's direction.  Now we will
be waiting to hear the judge's decision on the motion to dismiss.  If the
case is not dismissed, a hearing will be set for the plaintiff' request for
an injunction. 


Here’s a news article about the hearing:

https://apnews.com/article/alabama-absentee-voting-restrictions-
c048cc3214c875a34a1bee7566596658

Public Meeting for the Northwest Alabama Community

5:30 pm, Tuesday September 17, 2024

The League of Women Voters (LWV) will host a public meeting for the
Northwest Alabama community on Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at
5:30pm, at the Florence-Lauderdale Public Library at 350 N. Wood
Ave Florence, AL 35630.


The League of Women Voters of Alabama President will attend to
provide information about the League of Women Voters mission and
exciting activities. At this meeting LWV members living in northwest
Alabama will discuss and vote on creating a new League At Large to
serve the citizens of Lauderdale, Colbert, Franklin, and Lawrence
Counties.


If you live in this part of the state and are interested in making
democracy work in Alabama, please attend this meeting for more
information and consider joining the League of Women Voters!  For
more information email communications@lwval.org 

Important Projects Underway

LWVAL.ORG Website Redesign.  The LWVAL is about to embark upon a
website redesign project.  The project is expected to begin before the end of
August and be completed in October.  Anyone interested in being part of the
review group for pages and functionality, email jjones@lwval.org.  


Strategic Planning Project.  Over the next few months, the LWVAL will kick off
a strategic planning project.  LWVAL State Treasurer Stephanie Butler will chair
the committee.  Longtime LWVGB member, Patricia Todd has graciously offered
her services to organize and execute the strategic planning process.  Todd is
the Southern Policy Manager for Jobs to Move America, has considerable
experience with non-profit management and has done some consulting with
non-profit organizations.  


Gulf Coast Climate Summit.  A group of League members are in discussions
to plan a Gulf Coast Climate Change Summit targeted for January 2025.  Goals
for the event would be build an understanding of the common environmental
issues that Gulf Coast leagues face and then determine whether the League's
Impact on Issues is adequate to address these issues.  

Vote411.  Development of the League's nonpartisan election resource, Vote411,
for the November general election is underway for state races.  The VOTE411
Committee, headed by Voter Services Chair, Julie Reese, will start
communications with candidates August 15 and the VOTE411 will go live for the
public on September 10 when ballots will be available for absentee voting. 
Individuals using the platform will be able to see candidates and ballot initiatives
customized to their address as well as unedited responses from candidates
regarding issues of importance to voters. 


LWV Activities and Member Volunteer Hour and Impact Survey.  LWVAL
Board member Donna Reynolds (LWVGB) will coordinate the annual effort by
State and Local Leagues to collect and submit volunteer hours to LWVUS.  The
initial push will be to compile information for 2024.  The committee will then look
to 2025 and develop a process to make data compilation less onerous.  This
information is important because it is helpful 1) to measure our continuing
improvement and impact on the communities we live in and 2) when LWVUS,
LWVAL and local leagues apply for grants.  

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

PARCA Report: "How Alabama Democracy Compares"
Link below to watch it if you missed it!

Click this link to watch the recording of this educational program:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYaLB5k5ack

 

LWVAL Electoral College Panel


Thousands of supporters tuned in to watch the LWV panel
on the Electoral College. 

Check it out to hear what panelists had to say about:

What makes a healthy democracy;
How the fight for fair representation is connected to the
2024 federal election;
How we can take meaningful action.

Click this link to watch the recording of this important program:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JS_5nuf2JRs

VOTE411 in the News

On July 29, 2024 Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen issued a
press release critical of Vote411, saying "It’s a sham. This is simply a
shady way to collect the IP addresses and personal data of Alabama
citizens."


The League of Woman Voters issued a press release the same day
saying that "It is troubling that misinformation about the League's
nonpartisan election resource is being spread among voters." 


Link to the Secretary of State's statement:

https://www.sos.alabama.gov/newsroom/secretary-state-wes-allen-warns-
alabama-citizens-about-misleading-voter-registration-psa


Link to the LWV press release

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-women-voters-statement-
vote411org


Link to media reports on the release of these statements:

https://alabamareflector.com/2024/07/30/alabama-secretary-of-state-accuses-
league-of-women-voters-of-data-mining/


https://www.alreporter.com/2024/07/30/secretary-of-state-wes-allen-claims-
vote411-is-a-data-mining-sham/

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

** Important Dates in August **

August - National Breastfeeding Month; National Immunization
Awareness Month


August 6 - Voting Rights Act signed into law


August 18, 1920 - Tennessee becomes the 36th state to ratify the
19th Amendment giving American women the right to vote


August 19 - World Humanitarian Day

 
August 26 -  Women's Equality Day ; Commemorates Secretary
of State Bainbridge Colby official certification of the 19th
Amendment


August 23 - National Day for the Remembrance of the Slave
Trade and it's Abolition


August 28 - The anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington
and Martin Luther King, Jr's 'I Have a Dream Speech'.  

August 28, 1963

"..a speech that would define the Civil Rights movement and his legacy." 


"Part sermon, part poetry...".   

(History Channel)

** REMINDER **


Action Coalition for Transit Program


State Transit Funding Prospects 

in the 2025 Legislature


Noon Monday August 12

 

An Invitation From the Action Coalition for Transit (ACT):
"Please bring your ears and voice to our Monday, August 12, on-line
forum discussing state transit funding prospects in the 2025
legislature. We'll hear from Senator Linda Coleman-Madison (D-
Birmingham), who introduced last year's SB91, the failed bill that
would have directed $5 annual vehicle tag fees to the Alabama Public
Transit Trust Fund. 


Please encourage your friends and state Senate and House
representatives to log in, too! We especially want Republican
legislators to join the dialogue to consider the possibility of bipartisan
action. We'll recognize any legislators who attend! For legislators'
contact info, go HERE.


First-ever state funding is a must for better transit, and better living, for
everyone throughout Alabama. Our work together for viable legislation
in 2025 gets underway August 12!"

 

Click here to JOIN the forum at Noon on Monday August 12:

 

Still time to Register!


VOTER SERVICES SKILL TRAINING


2 pm MONDAY August 12, 2024


** OPEN TO THE PUBLIC **


AUGUST TRAINING AGENDA


Voter ID Requirements and Free Voter ID

2024 Election Dates and Deadlines


Verifying Your Voter Information

 

September 


VOTER SERVICES SKILL TRAINING


2 pm MONDAY September 16, 2024


** OPEN TO THE PUBLIC **


SEPTEMBER TRAINING AGENDA


Split Ticket vs Straight Ticket Voting

Disability Voting Rights


Looking Up Your Sample Ballot

 

Click to Register

LWVAL Voter Education Series


BOOK BANS AND LIBRARIAN INTIMIDATION
IN ALABAMA

6:30 pm September 23, 2024


** OPEN TO THE PUBLIC **


Click to Register

Click to Register For This Program

Thank you for reading this issue of The Voter.

We welcome your ideas and feedback at TheVoter@LWVAL.org.


Feel free to forward this email to a friend!

 


AND If you've received this email from a friend and would like to
subscribe to the LWVAL Interest Group, click the link below.

 

Click Below to Subscribe to our YouTube Channel !!
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Join the Forum

Click to Register

Register for August 12 Training

Register for September 16 Training

REGISTER for September 16 Training

REGISTER
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